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In Dec 2016, EPA selected 5 PBT chemicals according to the criteria set forth in TSCA: 
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Current science supports the PBT 
criteria defined in TSCA3, which are 
well‐established in domesƟc and 
internaƟonal regulatory science.4,5 

Yet, industry is urging EPA to 
change the criteria for a PBT so 
none of these chemicals would 
qualify, even though two are 
already globally banned by 180 
countries as PBTs under the 
Stockholm ConvenƟon. 

 Decabromodiphenyl ethers (DecaBDE) 
 Hexachlorobutadiene (HCBD) 
 Pentachlorothiophenol (PCTP) 
 Phenol, isopropylated, phosphate (3:1) 

(iPTPP) 
 2,4,6‐Tris(tert‐butyl) phenol (TtBP)  

Chemicals with PBT properƟes are the “worst of 
the worst”— once released, they pose global 
health threats for decades.2 Examples of PBTs 
include the ‘Silent Spring’ pesƟcide DDT and the 
industrial chemicals PCBs (polychlorinated 
biphenyls). 
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HÊó ®Ý EPA H�Ä�½®Ä¦ PBT C«�Ã®��½Ý çÄ��Ù ã«� 
N�ó TÊø®� Sç�Ýã�Ä��Ý CÊÄãÙÊ½ A�ã (TSCA)? 
 

Updated TSCA directs the U.S. Environmental ProtecƟon Agency (EPA) to take expedited acƟon to 
limit PBT (persistent, bioaccumulaƟve and toxic) chemicals, with no risk evaluaƟon required, 
within 4.5 years of the law’s enactment.1  
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DomesƟc manufacturing of some PBT 
chemicals like DecaBDE has declined6; 

however scienƟsts esƟmate that over 150 
million pounds of DecaBDE remains in 
products in people’s homes, offices, and 
schools.7 These products will conƟnue to 
expose families for decades. 
 
Further, PBTs persist in the environment 
and move up the food chain, so exposure 
via food and water will also conƟnue for 
decades as people dispose of more and 
more PBT‐containing products in landfills.8 
Ceasing manufacture is not enough. To 
reduce human exposure, EPA must address 
all condiƟons of use of PBTs, including 
chemicals contained within already exisƟng 
products, their recycling and disposal.  
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EPA should not change its PBT criteria in response to industry pressure. EPA’s PBT definiƟon is 
supported by current science and consistent with well‐established criteria used in domesƟc and 
internaƟonal regulatory science. 

EPA should move forward and meet all statutory deadlines for the 5 selected PBT chemicals. 
EPA should use its TSCA authority to eliminate all routes and pathways of exposure to PBT 

chemicals, including recycling and disposal, to protect human health. 
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ExisƟng products, recycling and disposal 
will result in ongoing human exposures 
to PBTs even if manufacturing ceases 


